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PJO Archaeology  

TEN YEARS IN COMMERCIAL CONSULTANCY 

 

 

Excavation of the collapsed wall of a major Roman building at High Cross, Leicester – a consultancy 
project of PJO Archaeology for Hammerson 

In March 2016 PJO Archaeology, managed by Patrick Ottaway MA, D Phil, FSA, MCIFA, celebrated 10 
years in the business of archaeological consultancy. In that time we have worked in most parts of 
England, and also in Wales, advising and working for commercial clients and public bodies in a number of 
different historic environments. Each one has presented its own particular problems of understanding, 
investigation and management. We now have a good reputation for professional competence with a 
range of clients expressing satisfaction with our prompt and effective contribution to their projects.  
 
Our clients have included: 
 
Bargate Property Ltd 
Barratt David Wilson Homes North-east 
Burley Developments Ltd 
City of Winchester 
Energie Kontor UK 
Hallam Land Management 
Hammerson plc 
Historic England 

Land Securities 
Lateral Property Ventures 
Peacock and Smith (planning consultants) 
Purcell UK Architects 
RWE Innogy 
University of York 
Woodhall Planning and Conservation 
West Coast Energy 
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URBAN ARCHAEOLOGY 

Urban Archaeological Assessment: Winchester 

One of our principal projects has been the Winchester Urban Archaeological Assessment (for City of 
Winchester supported by Historic England). This is a major statement on the current state of knowledge 
about one of Britain’s principal historic towns which will form the basis for the management of its 
archaeological resource.  

Large retail developments 

Our urban development projects have included shopping centres at Highcross, Leicester (Hammerson) 
and Cabot Circus, Bristol (Hammerson and Land Securities). In both cases there were deep and 
extensive archaeological remains of Roman to post-medieval date. We worked closely with the 
archaeological contractors to keep their teams working to schedule and budget not only on site, but also 
in the reporting process so as to ensure the planning conditions were fully discharged.  

 

 

Excavations in progress at Cabot Circus Bristol on the Tabernacle Chapel (centre) and late 18th-century 
housing (right) 

 

Other urban sites 

PJO Archaeology has also been consultant for town centre sites in York (St Joseph’s Convent, Bootham 
Park Hospital and The Retreat), Southampton (West Quay III and Bargate Centre), Darlington and Selby 
(N. Yorks).  
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RURAL SITES 

The University of York: new campus  

In a rural environment our principal project (2006 – 2013) has been the new University of York campus at 
Heslington East, 3km outside York, on 100 ha of arable land with rich archaeological remains of the 
prehistoric and Roman periods. PJO Archaeology’s involvement in the project began with a witness 
statement for the public enquiry. Following grant of planning permission we managed two major phases 
of site fieldwork and assessment of the results prior to initiating a programme of reporting. The project 
has made a major contribution to the study of the historic landscape in the Vale of York.  

 

Excavation in progress on a Roman well at Heslington East (client University of York) 

Housing developments 

We have advised clients on a number of housing developments on greenfield rural sites at Winsford 
(Cheshire), Grimsargh (Lancashire), Knaresborough (N. Yorkshire), Lanchester (Co. Durham), Stamford 
Bridge (E. Riding of Yorks), and Allerton Lanes (W. Yorkshire).  

 

Wind farms  

In 2015 we gave evidence on archaeology at a public enquiry for a client proposing to develop a wind 
farm at Hemswell Cliff near Lincoln, but this is just one example of our involvement with on-shore wind 
farm projects in a variety of rural environments. They have been located in the flat lands of Holderness, 
the wetlands of the upper reaches of the River Hull and on the Chalk Wolds, all in the East Riding of 
Yorkshire. In Midland England we have had projects in the Derbyshire Peak District, on the 
Northamptonshire uplands and on the Warwickshire – Northamptonshire border. In all of these projects 
initial assessment revealed important archaeological remains for which we developed careful evaluation 
and mitigation strategies.  
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COUNTRY HOUSES 

We have advised clients on the precious and distinctive archaeology of country houses and their estates 
at Coton Park, Warwickshire and Ledston Hall (W.Yorkshire). 

 

 

Ledston Hall (W. Yorkshire), the principal façade of the 17th-century building 

HISTORIC INDUSTRIAL SITES  

Over the last ten years PJO Archaeology has developed a specialist competence in assessing the impact 
of development on sites with an industrial heritage. Projects have included a large retail development at 
the renowned Cyfarthfa Ironworks, Merthyr Tydfil and a wind farm on an ancient lead mining site at 
Carsington, Derbyshire.  

 

 

The impressive 18th-century furnace bank at Cyfarthfa ironworks, Merthyr Tydfil
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THE NEXT TEN YEARS 

With an impressive track record behind us PJO Archaeology looks forward with confidence to the next ten 
years of giving clients in the development business a range of high quality professional services in line 
with the standards demanded by the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (www.archaeologists.net).   

Our services include: 

·  Expert advice on archaeology and the planning process (including operation of the National 

Planning Policy Framework); 

·  Desk-based assessments for archaeological sites and historic buildings;  

·  Project designs for fieldwork and post-excavation in line with local authority planning conditions; 

·  Preparation of project briefs; 

·  Management of the tendering process;   

·  Project management and control; 

·  Archaeological and cultural heritage chapters for  Environmental Statements; 

·  Proofs of evidence and witness statements for public enquiries;  

·  Advice on outreach and public relations. 

 


